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I ,  want to thank the Hoard of Trustees of Long 

Island University for the honorary degree conferred 

upon me today. 

It is a pleasure to share with you graduate 

all the joy of this day in which you have reached a 

milestone, and are ready to commence new 

enterprises. 

You come at an exciting time; a time of hope 

and awareness; a time marked by a growing claim for 

democracy and freedom. 

The students advocating peacefully for 

democracy in China have reminded the world of the 

will, the faith and the power of the young. Just 

this week-end we have saddly witnessed how 

machine-guns and tanks have been used against the 

peaceful demonstrators in Tiananmen Square. 

Today we have to raise our voices loud and 
e 

clear against the violence that has killed and 

wounded scores of prodemocracy students and workers 

in Beijing. Let us also pray for the thriving of 

the light of democracy that has been lit up in 

China. 
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There are other changes, quieter ones; like 

, those brought about by those men and women who, day 

by day, strive to become the very best against all 

odds; the real revolution of those 

who choose to lead their existence and not to be 

led. 

This is what commencements are all about. 

Today we celebrate the effort and the perseverance 

of men and women who a few years ago committed 

themselves to hard work and a dream to lead their 

existence. You made the right choice; the choice 

that keeps nations growing, that brings about 

change and renewal, and for that reason you must be 

proud. 

Nevertheless, there is another reason of which 

to be proud. It is what makes this commencement so 

special. Many of the graduates of the class of 

1989 come from commúnities that are immersed in a 

challenging and sometimes hostile cultural setting. 

Much talk dwells on negatives, but not enough 

is said about the leaders, the true leaders that 



emerge from these communities every year, 

notwithstanding the numerous difficulties this 

choice involves. 

Long Island University is to be admired for 

the great number of minority group students that 

receive a degree today. You chose to beat the 

odds and to lead. You chose to lead your life and 

by doing so you are also leading the progress of 

your community with your success and your example. 

In this sense, every new black doctor is a 

leader. Every new Hispanic attorney is a leader. 

Every new graduate coming out of this university is 

a leader that will carry forward for himself --and 

for his or her community-- the true meaning of 

liberty, justice and equality before the law. 

These are the leaders that break the walls and 

set the new pace for this country. 

The term "minority" is a misnomer. While the 

population of the United States has grown eight 

percent in the past eight years, the Hispanic 

population has increased by thirty four percent in 
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the same period. The number of Puerto Ricans In 

the U.S. is up twenty five percent and there are 

more than thirty million blacks in this country. 

It is from these minorities, as they are called, 

that the country will depend on. 

My government is well aware of the importance 

of achieving a complete social and political 

integration of minority groups in the United 

States. That is why we have been launching 

aggressive voter registration campaigns through the 

ATREVETE program of the Puerto Rican Migration 

Office in New York. Up to this date, we have 

registered 100,000 new voters in New York, Chicago 

and Miami. The ATREVETE Registration Program will 

become an ongoing nation wide activity wherever 

Puerto Ricans and other Hispanics can be found in 

large numbers. 
i 

Moreover, we are going to create a new 

department to advocate for Puerto Ricans in the 

United States so that they can make advances in 



their own lives, and economical' and cultural 

inroads into mainstream America. 

The new department will have a regular 

non-partisan political education program, 	to 	' 

, instill political consciousness in Puerto Rican 

communities. It will also develop a human 

resources program to assist our young people in 

their educational goals, to promote vocational 

training, to aid in the prosperity of small Puerto 

Rican businesses, to support Puerto Rican 

professionals in meeting requirements for the 

exercise of their professions. Besides, we will 

seek to promote an aggressive employment program so 

that our people can attain strategic positioning 

through which they can better help our community. 

These are some of the efforts of my government 

to break down the barriers of prejudice and to 

widen the participation of Puerto Ricans in the 

United States. In the long run they will serve 

also to strengthen democracy in America. A country 
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that has been enriched for centuries by so many 

cultures. 

Today, I wish to congratulate the Class of 

1989. The best is yet to come. I encourage you to 

follow the path you have begun, to lead the way for 

others. 

May your success be the beacon for new 

generations! 

Thank You 
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